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Introduction
In the wider EU, identity involves the role of border as a space of interaction, the politicization of immigration, regionalism, and the process of European integration itself (Meinhof 2002; Favell 2008) . While the EU opened up the possibility for the construction of identity through a less exclusionary practice of temporal difference, human geographical and cultural mobility have, since the 1990s, the 2004s (the first enlargement) and the 2007s (the second enlargement), become more important in the discourse on European identity (Tsaliki 2007; Martínez Guillem 2011) . Enlargement has favored traveling and mobility and this has had a huge impact on identity. In fact, one could say that the world is constantly changing and thus our identities are constantly readapting and readjusting to the new realities they face and deal with. As such, both identity and identification may be seen as dynamic processes since they are never complete; they are constantly being redefined (Easthope 2009 ).
Taking into account the intensive migration which was transformed into mobility within a complex and dynamic phenomenon which includes all the different stages of integration of Romania into the EU 1 , the main objective of this study is to examine a much ignored topic, that is, the process of identity reconstruction on the part of Romanian immigrants in Spain.
Given that identity is a vague, virtual concept and therefore hard to define empirically, in this article I analyze the way in which respondents perceive their global (national, transnational, professional, cultural, and emotional) identity in terms of self-perceptions as migrants and as people on the move in the new country of residence depending on their migration stage. In this way, the paper gives an overview of the currents of Romanian immigration parallel to the broad process of border transformation and the enlargement of the EU towards Eastern Europe. These changes influenced the individual and social identity of those who emigrated. Thus, the main argument is that the gradual opening of EU borders to Eastern Europe both accompany and determine the processes of migration, mobility and the free movement of Romanians, converted to European citizens within the EU space (and by extension, Spain). Border opening stages thus influence the identity perceptions that those who emigrate, circulate, or practice labor mobility have, strengthening the bonds between the border and the (re)construction of identity.
Linked to this, the study also highlights the symbolic and emotional ties that bind people to their place of birth, destination or several places, and focuses on the relationship between their country and their ability to create a sense of belonging in another. What is the impact of education, professional status or contact with the country of residence on the identities of migrants? How do migrants cope with their multiple losses or build their lives and sense of belonging by retaining, extending and forging local and transnational ties? How do they balance the relationship between socio-spatial positions, everyday practice and identity formation? As Giddens (1991) states, self-identity is a fundamentally uncertain project, and something to be continually worked upon and crafted. Thus, in this paper, identities can be understood as processes of perpetual rewriting of the self and the social collective. As such, the hypothesis posed is that people living in 21 st century Europe modify their perceptions according to circumstances, assuming the initial background identity as well as the multiple characteristics that they continue to design and share throughout the distinct stages of their life within the surroundings of their adopted country of destination.
This paper is structured as follows. After an initial presentation of the patterns of Romanian migration in Europe and Spain, the subsequent sections offer a review of the relevant literature focusing on the construction of identity in a mobile world, and the methodology underpinning the research on which this paper is based. Sections 5-7 analyze the (re)construction of identity found in the interviewees' statements, by stage of migration.
My aim is to determine the factors which contribute to the loss of self and professional identity as well as the (re)building of identity through self-affirmation, sense of place and belonging, and the search for transnational and cosmopolitan identity. The conclusions call for a theoretical advance capable of detecting and further analyzing the identity values of mobile citizens in the 21 st century in the EU.
Romanian Mobility in EU and Spain
The migration and mobility of Romanians has deep roots in the country's Communist past.
As noted by the Romanian researchers Diminescu and Lazaroiu (2002) , internal mobility during the Communist period, when Romania's rural population engaged in daily labor mobility from their hometowns to nearby urban centers, ought to be considered an important factor for understanding subsequent international mobility. After 1990, Romania's transition brought about a sharp decline in the levels of satisfaction with the living standards caused by higher unemployment rates and increased poverty. Working abroad seemed to be one of the few strategies available for coping with rapid economic and social changes (Sandu 2006 (Marcu 2012) . Migrants had an urban rather than rural background (59% as compared to 41%), and on the whole were middle-aged (80% were in the 30 to 54 age bracket). Most of them were male (85%) and married (88%), and had a university degree (78%) (NISR 2010) . It is important to note that the employment sectors in which Romanians of the first stage worked were construction (where 65% of males were employed) and domestic service (where 73% of females were employed) (INE 2006 and Cataluña (116,955) (INE, 2012) . Even in an economic downturn, such as the unprecedented recession hitting Spain, the new mobility strategies of migrants are visible.
Building the framework of analysis: identity in a mobile world
Due to the broad acceptance of Western values within Eastern Europe, the enlargement of the EU, and the intense process of cross-border mobility, a fundamental change took place in the nature of migrant identity. Regular mobility, which Bauman (2001) calls "liquid modernity", is characterized by the flow of people, capital, goods, and ideas that share cross-border flexibility. As such, borders can be associated with a range of claims-making activities, not only claims to national belonging or citizenship, but also demands for mobility. This means that bordering may not only be viewed in terms of "Fortress Europe", that is, securitization, but also in terms of opportunities (Johnson et al. 2011 ). An important question, then, is how identity and cross-border mobility are related. As arguing Rumford (2006:163) mobilities and borders are not antithetical; therefore, a globalizing world is also a world of borders. As a result of the new choreography of border opening and groundbreaking transworld movements, transnationalism has emerged as a cross-border phenomena whereby migrants on the move seeking work opportunities try to maintain and forge new relationships with their home country (Basch, Glick Schiller and Blanc-Szanton 1994) , play an active role in shaping "transnational space" (Hannerz 1996) , and modify their sense of place and belonging (Massey 1995) . In this context, Paasi (2001:23) argues that places should be understood as networks where socio-spatial processes occur on various scales. Migrants persistently maintain ties with their cultural backgrounds and spatial contexts manifesting forms that inevitably create transnational social spaces (Faist 2000) . Borders should, therefore, not been seen as lines of division, but rather as inhabited spaces. As Gielis (2009:603) states, transmigrants are mentally present there and, consequently, they are temporarily absent from the place and country they physically find themselves in. These mental processes create a kind of present-absent border (Paasi, 2001 ).
This present-absent border can also have a virtual side, for instance, calling or e-mailing people in the former country of residence.
In turn, the concept of cosmopolitanism is frequently used to identify the extent to which a new global space is able to create a new territory, which, while taking into consideration national borders, produces patterns that transcend the national distinctions typical of modernity (Beck 2002) . According to Favell (2008) , EU movers are the human face of 1995:207) argues that "the cultural space of Europe may be seen as shaped by a set of cultural systems, providing and reproducing identities, knowledge and norms and values".
The fact that many mobile people have become transmobile, that they find themselves neither here nor there but in several places at the same time, has important consequences for spatial container concepts such as place (Ernste, Houtum and Zoomers 2009 ). In Massey's view, (1995: 48) "we actively make places" and our ideas of place "are products of the society in which we live" (ibid:50). This is not to say that the creation of places is entirely subjective. The creation of places is influenced by physical, economic and social realities. What it means, rather, is that these realities are understood socially in the creation of place. As Gieryn (2000:465) explains with reference to the work of Soja (1996) , "places are doubly constructed: most are built or in some way physically cawed out". They are also interpreted, narrated, perceived, felt, understood, and imagined.
Research on the experience of migration provides fertile ground for looking into the building of identity, given that immigrants frequently confront new situations and experiences that mean an almost daily re-negotiation of the ego and surroundings, and which requires thinking about and understanding the world (Zournazi 1998; Mason 2004 ).
The impermeability of borders and difficulties of movement may cause migrants to experience the loss of former identity or the loss of a sense of competence in a host country.
Milligan (2003) argues that the sense of loss experienced by individuals as a result of migration leads to the discontinuity of identity embedded in the former place of attachment.
As Walsh and Horenczyk (2001) note, in order to maintain a strong sense of their national identity, migrants will remain connected to their land and belonging. In contrast, the opening of borders places migrants in the position of relating to various cultures, of placing themselves in either, and of communicating among each other. Conceptualizations of transnational mobility develop a sense of belonging in which migrants, on the one hand, maintain links to their roots, reaffirming elements of their self and cultural identities, and on the other hand, negotiate the values and norms of the host society (Vertovec 2001; Castles 2012; Faist 2000) . Mobile identities in turn emerge from the intense cross-border mobility in which immigrants increasingly (re)construct identities that cut across fixed notions of belonging (Castles 2012) . Today, the transformative potential of cross-border people mobility signifies, as Sigalas (2011:242) points out, a window of opportunity for the EU. As border controls between most EU countries disappear, as do the controls of traveling to and living in other European countries, Europeans have more chances than ever to interact with each other and to develop a similar identity. Thus, for people who move, identity undergoes change, and is molded and shaped to meet with reality. Their thought patterns are formed naturally, in accordance with European social dynamism.
Based on the theoretical framework that links identity to that which is static (place) as well as mobile (migration, mobility), I propose looking at three stages of Romanian migration to Spain and their impact on the building of identity.
Methodology
A qualitative methodology was used in this study as it better helps understand the complexities of human behavior (Ezzy 2002:29) . Given the scarcity of research on the subject, I aim to grasp the existential idiosyncrasies of immigrants -as mobile citizens of Europe-living in Spain. In addition, a form of participant-observation was used to help place the stories of the interviews in their wider context. 30 in-depth interviews were carried out 9 of Romanian immigrants who had arrived in Spain over the last 20 years in three stages. This approach aims to uncover the inner world of the immigrants, in order to allow readers to see the world through their eyes and be able to relate to their lived experiences (Jacobson, 2002) . Foner (2003) argues that up-close, in-depth studies embedded in ethnographic research and involving a small number of people unveil subtle meanings, otherwise subdued by generalizations, and provide insights into the contextual environment of identity formation.
The criteria derived for selecting participants included equal numbers of men and women:
10 of them had arrived in Spain in the first period of migration (1990) (1991) (1992) (1993) (1994) (1995) (1996) (1997) (1998) (1999) (2000) (2001) (2002) , 10 had arrived in the second stage (2002) (2003) (2004) (2005) (2006) (2007) and 10 young people, who had arrived in Spain after 2007.
All selected participants were of a medium-high socio-cultural and professional level, and had active employment status, which included having a current job in Spain, as well as actively looking for a job or planning to do so in the near future while studying for Spanish qualifications. The decision to interview trained immigrants was based on their knowledge of the process of mobility and the greater difficulty in finding employment both in Spain and in their own country, hence the need for mobility in the first place.
The design of the questionnaire included various criteria among which we can distinguish the stage of migration to Spain (including the age of the interviewee -between 20 and 60) 10 , as well as the intensity of migration mobility between the country of origin and destination. Given the vast amount of data obtained, I have used the thematic theme/subtheme analysis, a technique used to reduce data for qualitative research (Grbich 2007) 11 .
The advantage of thematic analysis is in its flexibility, both in terms of the variety of data sets it can be applied to, as well as its compatibility with different research paradigms (Braun and Clarke, 2006) . The analysis of in-depth interviews identifies the most common and salient patterns of identity construction in this group. Several themes were identified as the most common and salient throughout the interviews. The order of presenting the themes is based on temporal and dialectic principles, so that the themes can illustrate the development of particular stages in identity construction in the majority of the participants.
The first category of participants report the feelings of identity loss and exclusion, based on their understanding of negative attitudes and wide-spread stereotypes among the host population. While the second category of participants try to negotiate identity constructions and to (re)construct their identity, the third category strive to construct a new type of identity -a transnational, cosmopolitan identity-which they locate within the global, rather than any local, context. These findings contribute to the recent developments in social science research in such areas as identity studies, discourse or cosmopolitanism.
The loss of self
The loss of previous identity and a longing for the past is notable in the discourse of participants in the first stage of migration. For them, the border between Romania and Spain is not situated around their lives, but has moved to the center of their life worlds (Meinhof 2002 ). Thus, their narrative is broken and unsettled. Despite their Romanian academic degrees, many have not been able to validate their studies to Spanish standards and remain in Spain while working in jobs at lower pay. Thus, one of the themes detected is the loss of former identity due to the lack of integration into the new socio-cultural environment.
In the literature, the loss of identity was noted as one of the most important consequences of immigration in the sense of self (Colic-Peisker 2006) . Unfortunately for the majority interviewed, documents which symbolized their identity, including their professional status did not protect the Romanian migrants and therefore, since the beginning of the 1990s, they have experienced a profound loss of their previous identity that they have not been able to recover. Participants in this study experienced a disparity between the way they had expected that their identity would be viewed by the receiving country and the reality that they found. As Ion pointed out: The identity vacuum experienced by Romanians in Spain was accompanied by the creation of identities of being different and inadequate, and of inequality. These discourses were grouped under the common theme of negative labels. The most common manifestation of negative labels as a factor of difference provided by the interviewees was the sub-theme alien status or the sense of being an outsider. As Vasile recognized: 
Recomposing identity
Following the opening of the Schengen space in 2002, Romanian migrants tended to attempt to create a new sense of themselves, which was based on the new socio-cultural surroundings. By using experience gained before departure, once they have arrived in Spain, they tended to create this new sense by means of active involvement in the discursive processes within the receiving environment. Following Therborn, (1995:229) "the process of identity formation may be seen as composed of three crucial moments: by differentiation, by the sentiment of self-reference or self image, and by the recognition of another". While the host society tries to position newcomers as alien and powerless, immigrants themselves may decide to reject this inferior status and attempt to reposition their place in society by demanding power and agency in reconstructing their own identity.
In this way, Gabriel affirmed proudly: (2001) suggest that a sense of belonging is essential to maintain the continuity of identity between the old and new meanings and to achieve a sense of connectedness to the local community. According to them, the subtheme of self-affirmation appears during the second process of the building of identity among immigrants, and they formulate it as a recreation of a sense of competence, principally through professional advancement. Silvia reported that "What is important is to work at something you like.
Since I am employed as a secretary, I am happy" (Woman, 45 years old).
For people who were educated under Romania's rigid and totalitarian controls, the category of citizenship has a very important and tangible significance. In the discourse of the interviewees, it was noticed that there were different focuses and strategies used to reconstruct their identity and obtain new aptitudes to permit them to reclaim co-ownership of socio-cultural resources in Spanish society. As Yinger (1994) points out systems-level antecedent factors -situational, individual and interpersonal factors -combine as a net influence on an immigrant's adaptive experience and identity change process. As a result, new meanings that articulated the framework of a potential mobile identity were created. These constructs were reflected by the transnational and cosmopolitan identity themes.
From home to home: towards cosmopolitan identity
The Romanians interviewed in the last stage, appear to participate in a double process of identity: one process is that of the adoption or rejection of particular aspects of each culture, the other is that of the construction of a system of values on the basis of previous values (Zevallos 2008) . Movement between the two processes of transnational identity reflects the fluidity of identity construction, in accord with the social restrictions imposed by the immediate environment. Doina mentioned that: Other participants, who came to Spain as a result of a personal decision to emigrate, do not follow the model of the transnational process. Their experiences of change in the sense of self have given rise to different ideas about how their identity can be reconstructed and reactivated by new forms, some of which were represented in the theme of cosmopolitan identity. According to Hannerz (1996) , cosmopolitanism is an orientation, a willingness to engage the Other. It is characterized by an aesthetic and intellectual openness to divergent cultural experiences, a search for contrasts instead of uniformity. Similarly, D'Andrea (2007) conceived cosmopolitanism as a disposition favoring connectedness. Therefore, the qualities cosmopolitans have, transparency and holistic representation, are included in the notion of existential migration perceived by Madison (2006) as a necessity, as a possibility, for self-actualizing and for exploring foreign cultures in order to assess own identity and ultimately grapple with issues of home and belonging in the world generally. Therefore, within the framework of existential migration, the sub-theme of world citizenship appeared.
In her discourse Bogdan observed: Thus, people construct and reconstruct while acquiring experience, and see in this their principal motor for building a place, a space for places and their complex identity in the world. Their mobility is fluid and the concept of loss may be replaced by other experiences and opportunities.
In this sense, European border dialogue is the key to understanding mobility as well as questions of identity, belonging and societal transformation.
Conclusions
The experiences which are observed in this paper show that migration/mobility and placethat left behind in the country of origin and the new place in the receiving country-are essential factors in the reconstruction of identity in the 21 st century. In this process, the present-absent border (Gielis, 2009; Paasi, 2001 ) and the perception that immigrants have of it play the principal role.
First, we can say that immigrants' stage of migration linked to a specific policy regarding the opening of EU borders has an influence on the (re)construction of immigrant identity. It has been noted how interviewees who emigrated to Spain during the first migration stage of the post-dictatorship era long most frequently to find the stability of a home, and to find their self-identity in a particular place such as their country. It is also true that negotiating their identity by seeking employment corresponding to their training and condition as immigrants did not allow them to reconstruct a new identity, and so to a great extent they maintained their initial marks of identity. Immigrants of the second wave have (re)composed an identity that is situated between two senses of belonging, where freedom of circulation has reaffirmed their sense of self in the destination country. This freedom facilitated the negotiation of their identity and the recreation of a sense of competence, principally through professional advancement. The interviewees forming the third wave move continuously between Spain, Romania and other parts of the world, manifesting transnational, mobile and cosmopolitan identity. However, as Castles (2012:8) reminds us, the cosmopolitan dream of free mobility in a competitive EU labor market usually linked to the idea of cultural openness and growing acceptance of diversity seems far from the experience of most workers. It may hold for a small elite (although even for the highly qualified discrimination is not wholly absent (Xiang 2007) but it is certainly not the rule for most migrant workers.
Secondly, we note the important role played by borders, their flexibility and openness, in the (re)construction of identities in a mobile world. An open border transformed the citizens and conditioned their negotiation of identity. While identities are defined and limited by borders, people need to be able to cross them in order to maintain or reconstruct their identities. Therefore, we can place mobile immigrants within this fluid network that is the EU border (Rumford 2006) .They cross it as "border beings" who, while overcoming initial precariousness and without ceasing to be foreigners, take the culture of their own country while taking on the new one. They have, therefore, become citizens of the world who communicate with the border, accept it and overcome it. This dialogue is what explains circulation and return as components within the framework of the current mechanisms of mobility within the border space that has been created by EU policy.
Thirdly, in order for migrants to reconstruct a European global identity in the 21st century, it is necessary to facilitate their mobility. Thus, I claim that transnational relationships affect identity (re)construction. The greater the mobility, the greater the feeling of cosmopolitan identity. The last stage of mobility between Romania and Spain has created a European mobile citizen who is seeking work strategies in any country of the EU with help from established networks. In the current situation a more cosmopolitan view is needed instead of the established concept of place. In this way, the paper suggests that this can be achieved by understanding place as a cumulative archive of personal experience that is not bound with any specific location.
I conclude that human movement enriches identity by offering new codes of behavior and learning that transform individuals. For now, the data obtained in the interviews shows that Romanians in Europe increasingly view the world from a trans-border point of view, in terms such as "not even outside of the country," nor in Romania, "like home," or "like
Spain." In other words, they go from "home to home" in a wider Europe.
Finally, I suggest that the situation of Romanians and their identity reconstruction in a wider Europe calls for more research and for researchers from EU, Romania and Spain to join forces and approach this multifarious phenomenon from many angles and perspectives.
8 While this does not affect self-employed workers or those receiving unemployment compensation, Spain's decision to demand work permits for Romanians only affects those who are registered with Social Security. The European Commission authorized these temporary limitations in view of Spain's economic climate, which has endured serious consequences in the labor market: 1) the highest rate of unemployment in the EU (21% as compared to the 9.4% average for the EU and 9.9% for the Eurozone), and b) slow economic recovery, with only 0.3% growth in GNP during the first 3 months of 2011 as compared to the previous 3 months, and compared to 0.8% in the EU and the Eurozone (Spanish Ministry of Labor and Immigration, 2011). Besides Spain, Austria, Belgium, France, Germany, Ireland, Italy, Luxembourg, Malta, the Netherlands and the United Kingdom will continue the period of restrictions until 2013. 9 The author conducted interviews in Romanian and digitally recorded, with the permission of the research participants, and translated them before undertaking the analysis. The interviews were completed during October-November 2009 and January-April 2010 in the cities of Madrid, Barcelona, Valencia and Zaragoza, where the largest Romanian communities in Spain are. Respondents were found through a mixed range of snowball strategies. Research participants were living in Spain at the time of the interviews. In addition, detailed notes of all interviews were taken by the researcher. Verbatim transcription and comparison of the transcripts against the field notes assured data accuracy.
